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Common App community

Today: 979

629

Who we are

Common App is a non-profit
membership organization
committed to the pursuit of access,
equity, and integrity in the college
admission process.

276

Number of Members
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Growth in membership 1975 - 2021
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Members
Your future starts here

More than one million students each
year trust Common App to explore and
apply to nearly 900 member colleges
and universities worldwide.

5 0 US States,
DC, & PR

6 3 International
Members

1 9 Countries
outside

the US

2021-2022 new members

32 public institutions

New members o
and counting The University of Alabama (AL) Gra.ce College (IN) .
Colorado Mesa University (CO) Indiana State University (IN)

Fort Lewis College (CO) Westfield State University (MA)
Colorado School of Mines (CO) Worcester State University (MA)
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Towson University (MD)

University (FL) Saginaw Valley State University (MI)
US stat
2 3 states University of North Georgia (GA)

Western Carolina University (NC)
Southern lllinois University Carbondale (IL) Oregon Institute of Technology (OR)
Southern lllinois University Edwardsville (IL) Portland State University (OR)
University of lllinois Springfield (IL) Clarion University of Pennsylvania (PA)
University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign (IL) East Stroudsburg University of
Western lllinois University (IL) Pennsylvania (PA)
Greenville University (IL) Lincoln University (PA)
lllinois State University (IL) South Carolina State University (SC)
Eastern lllinois University (IL) Austin Peay State University (TN)
Governors State University (IL) Texas A&M University-Commerce (TX)
Northeastern lllinois University (IL) James Madison University (VA)

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.
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https://www.commonapp.org/blog/common-app-welcomes-over-30-new-colleges-and-universities-2021-2022-application-season

Common App in California

+ AMDA College and Conserv. of Perf. Arts * Menlo College

+ California College of the Arts « Mills College

- California Institute of Tech (Caltech) - Minerva Schools at KGlI

+ California Lutheran University « Mount Saint Mary's Univ., Los Angeles
+ Chapman University + Occidental College

+ Charles R. Drew Univ. of Med. and Science - Otis College of Art and Design

+ Claremont McKenna College « Pepperdine University

+ Columbia College Hollywood « Pitzer College

+ Concordia University Irvine « Point Loma Nazarene University

+ Dharma Realm Buddhist University » Pomona College

+ Dominican University of California « Saint Mary's College of California

+ Fresno Pacific University + Santa Clara University
arvey Mudd College « Scripps College

oly Names University * Simpson University

yola Marymount University + Soka University of America
arymount California University

commonapp.org/explore

+ Southern CA Institute of Architecture
+ Stanford University

+ The Culinary Institute of America (CA)
+ The Master's University

+ University of La Verne

+ University of Redlands

+ University of San Diego

+ University of San Francisco

+ University of Southern California

+ University of the Pacific

+ University of the West

+ Westmont College

+ Whittier College

+ Woodbury University

+ Zaytuna College

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

The applicants

2020-2021

Top 15 states

New York (11.2%)
California (9.2%)

New Jersey (6.7%)
Florida (5.7%)

lllinois (5.6%)
Massachusetts (5.2%)
Pennsylvania (4.9%)
Ohio (4.9%)

Virginia (4.1%)
Maryland (3.2%)

Connecticut (3.0%)
Michigan (2.5%)

Texas (4.1%) 6 ° 6 M

North Carolina (3.9%) applications
Georgia (3.4%) submitted

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



https://www.commonapp.org/explore

Common App in California
(2020-21)

Applications
& submitted

Unique
applicants

Unique colleges and
universities applied to
(out of 919)

State reports available at commonapp.org/statereports

Destination of Applications

B 73% outof-state

27% In-State

Percent of applications to all Common
App member colleges and universities by
California applicants

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

Common App in California
(2020-21)

Total comparisons, inclusive of all applicants and all countries

+11% "

in applications

o State annual
+ /o change

in applicants

State reports available at commonapp.org/statereports

Total annual
change in
applications

Total annual
change in
applicants

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



https://www.commonapp.org/statereports
https://www.commonapp.org/statereports

Common App in California
(2020-21)

Applications submitted with
a test score

Applications submitted with
fee waiver or no fee

46%
40% o 37%
(o) Applications S3% 32%
o submitted with fee
waiver or no fee 20%
0%
(o) Applications submitted
o with a test score
Comparison . California All Applicants

State reports available at commonapp.org/statereports

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

Common App in California
(2020-21)

Top receiving institutions (descending)

+ University of Southern California
+ Stanford University

+ University of Oregon

+ New York University

« University of San Francisco

+ Arizona State University

+ Loyola Marymount University
+ University of Colorado Boulder
+ Chapman University

+ University of Michigan

+ Boston University

+ Santa Clara University

+ Northeastern University

+ University of San Diego

+ Cornell University

State reports available at commonapp.org/statereports

Unique Applicants
I 8'1 )
403

20

Top applying counties (descending)

* Los Angeles County
+ Orange County
+ Santa Clara County

+ San Diego County

+ Alameda County

+ Contra Costa County
+ San Mateo County

* Riverside County

+ San Bernardino County
+ San Francisco County
* Ventura County

» Sacramento County

+» Marin County

* Sonoma County

* Placer County

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.
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Application updates

Mobile app
now available

Common App for mobile provides the same
secure, streamlined application experience as
the Common App online, all from the
convenience of a mobile device.

The mobile app seamlessly integrates with the desktop
experience — allowing students to apply to college, research
financial aid, and get advice from counselors - virtually
anytime, anywhere.




Evolving the Application

Evolving the App is an initiative
that examines categories within

Summary of changes

Sex and gender

Citizenship

the common portion of the
application, as part of Common
App’s ongoing effort to create an
inclusive application for all
students.

The inaugural project ran from
March 2020 - February 2021. .
Family

e Revised questions that deal with
gender identity

e Added pronouns and preferred
first name

e Changed “Sex” to “Legal sex” and
moved to demographics section

e Combined the Geography and
Citizenship sections

e Revised, made optional, or removed
questions that may create barriers
for undocumented/ DACA students

Religious affiliation

We will repeat this process on an
annual basis.

Military discharge

e Revised, made optional, or removed
questions that may create barriers
for undocumented/ DACA students

o Removed the question

School discipline

commonapp.org/evolvingtheapp

e Removed the question

o Removed the question
© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

Personal essay

Choose from 7 different prompts.

Students can use content from Google Drive
in their application. &

Beginning August 1, the Problem
Solving prompt was replaced with
a new prompt on Gratitude:

Reflect on something that someone
has done for you that has made you
happy or thankful in a surprising
way. How has this gratitude affected
or motivated you?

@ Personal Growth
Facing Adversity

Background, Identity,
Interest, or Talent

@ Intellectual Curiosity
Problem Solving
Challenging an Idea
Topic of Your Choice

3%
3%

20%

www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



http://commonapp.org/evolvingtheapp
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2021-2022-common-app-essay-prompts
http://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts

Community disruptions

Question located in the Additional Information section

Community disruptions such as COVID-19 and natural disasters can have
deep and long-lasting impacts. If you need it, this space is yours to
describe those impacts. Colleges care about the effects on your health
and well-being, safety, family circumstances, future plans, and education,
including access to reliable technology and quiet study spaces. For more
information, check out our COVID-19 FAQ.

commonapp.org/blog

Optional
250 word limit

Separate from the existing Additional Information question,
which remains (650 word limit)

Counselors are also asked to discuss the impact of these
events on the school community in their forms

Additional application updates

First-year

Testing: Addition of Cambridge and Duolingo English Test
Testing: Removal of pre-2016 SATs

Current Year Courses: aligned language and data points
with Courses & Grades

Courses & Grades: updated introductory language



https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Where-can-I-explain-how-COVID-19-had-an-impact-on-me
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/COVID-19-question-common-app

Recommender updates

Recommender updates

Counselors

e Improved ability to identify reason and content of updates on
Optional Report

e Ability to submit an additional Optional Report
e  Removal of School Discipline question from School Report

e Addition of Cambridge courses to School Profile

June 2021 What's New webinar recording and slides



https://commonapp.wistia.com/medias/m2oh11p7ba
https://mcusercontent.com/1436e2ab2417019e4ccbb5ac1/files/78ccd22b-8ec7-6c5e-1bd2-7dcb212d212a/Common_App_What_s_New_Webinar_060821_slides.pdf

First-year recommender system

common
PP

700K+ counselors, teachers, advisors,
and other recommenders use the 2 Jenny Jacobson
Common App to support students with

the application process a
. ) Studentinfo ) Jenny's information
+ Download the Requirements Grid & CAID: 16249581
Lo @ School report 4 December 15
» Track student progress
. . Early decision * Notifications o
» View college-level details for each student sarsoment Showroteatons
» Access a PDF preview of in-progress Fee waiver Common App progress
applications, with student permission - o & @ & & O s
Exoort detailed lists o Excel @) fefe oy e lowe gowe w2
» Export detailed lists to Excel s

This student has not enabled application preview. @

Optional report

Sort by: College name (Ato2) v

commonapp.org/advisors Hityearoprt ™ Alma Colloge
@ No deadline selected
) .
nnnnnn st ,
Arizona State University
ECD July 27,2021 - Rolling Admission

Submitting forms r y

common
: t e appy
Common App uses single-submission (“one-and-done”) dacabson,denny
to streamline the process for counselors, teachers, and
! ! School Report
other recommenders. Personal Details
Name Meredith Lombardi, Me
Each college determines which forms they require‘ Email, Phone mmakar17@yahoo.com +1.404-502-0444 (phone)
3 School Details
« School proflle Name KIPP DC: College Preparatory, Washington, DC, USA,
Charter, CEEB: 090184
* School report Website ttps://wwwKiopel io pp-
college-preparatory/
« Early decision agreement
. School Profile
* Fee waiver Graduating Class Size 330
. College Bound 60% 4-year, 40% 2-year
» Counselor recommendation Ethnicity ¢ Hispanic or Latino/a/x, % American Indian or Alaskan
. Native, % Asian, % Black or African American, % Native
. Optlonal report 1and 2 Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, % White
. First Generation %
. Mld-year report International % US Citizens, % Non-US Citizens
. Federal Lunch Aid %
« Final report Financial Aid %
. Setting Suburban
» Teacher evaluation Curriculum

» Other evaluation

www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide © 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



http://commonapp.org/advisors
https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide

Expanded integration partners

2021-2022
Existing partners New partners
. .o... . ) . 2kuder®
BridgeU maialearning [e_j parchment .
chirity
WCIALF0 @ NAVIANCE @ Schoolinks oy
. unifrog
FolderWaove ®VERGRAD Xello {A—ﬁ

Advising tools and resources



https://www.commonapp.org/blog/common-app-expands-integration-partnerships-2021-2022
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/common-app-expands-integration-partnerships-2021-2022

Create a practice account

common
- appq
® Visit commonapp.org

SRS RV YIS Common App
Common Application

Profile

e Click Create an Account
e Choose your path

Education
Select education professional

Family
to explore the student | e Current or Most Red
experience
Activities Colleges & Universif

Witng

Grades

Courses & Grades
4 college(s) require

/ Current or Most Red
/' Honors

Community-Based

+/ Future Plans

common
app

o D

Let's get started!

Welcome to the Common Application! Please tell us how you
will use the system so we can prepare your account. If you
are unsure, we encourage you to explore each option before
you continue.

Already have an account? Go to the login page.

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

Account rollover

The Common App launches on August 1 each year, but students don’t have to wait until then.

1

Username & password What rolls over?

remain the same. A student’s college list and
answers to questions on the
Common App tab.

e Profile

e Family

e Education

e Testing

e Activites

o Writing

e Courses & Grades

What does NOT roll over?

Anything on the My Colleges tab,
including the FERPA release
authorization, recommender
invitations, or answers to
college-specific questions.

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.




A
common ¢~ EXPLORE PLAN APPLY Counselors and recommenders ¥ Members v O\ Create an Account

app

Your future
starts here

Whether you're applying to college for the first timeion

-

looking to complete your degree, Common App will ~ o
help you reach new heights. ’

Apply now

commonapp.org

—
COMMGN( fNDACOLLLOE  Funfwcaper Aoyecen Sty srs - qo

* Expanded filter options
- Public / private
- Enrollment size
- Campus setting
- Merit / need-based aid

- Test-optional

Q_ Search Common App colleges by name Search

v CHED)

- Accepts self-reported test scores s . ) E—
* Map and list views of colleges w7z = - % ’/4” i
Clear filters ® - 2 = 2

* PDF export of college lists

¥ Accopts first-yoar applications

0
- i
I
B

Accepts transfer applications

commonapp.org/explore
Syracuse University
Syracuse, NY

Location >

Region v

New England
¥ Mid-Atlantic iwm\a
South

Southwest

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



http://commonapp.org
http://commonapp.org/explore
http://fairtest.org/university/optional

College details

« Details on application requirements
« Virtual tours and image galleries

« Ability for colleges to showcase
specialized programs

commonapp.org/explore

Academic Programs

- Design

. Engineering
« Research

« Science

+ Technology
« Liberal Arts
« Business

« Education

+ Communication
« Music

. Art & Design

« Economics

Student experience

- Athletics
+ Co-op/Internship Opportunities
- Disability Services

+ Greek Life

+ Intramural/Club Sports

- LGBTQIA Services

+ Military/Veteran Services

+ On-Campus Housing

+ Finance/Accounting

« Government/Political Science
« Health Science

+ Performing Arts

« Social Science

« Visual Arts

« Entrepreneurship

« Ethnic Studies

« History

« Humanities

« Journalism

+ ROTC Program
+ Study Abroad

+ Undergraduate Research
+ Cultural organizations

+ Political Organizations

- Speech & debate

- Student publications

Admissions office

~ ——

Address
1801 Hinman Ave

Evanston, IL 60208, United
States of America

Email

-
admission@northwestern.edu
Phone number

(847) 491-7271

For first-year students
Admissions website
admissions northwestem.edu/
Financial sid website

Academic Programs

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

Plan for college

« College roadmaps for middle school, high
school, community college, and military
students

« Application and Recommender guides
« Learn about paying for college
« Parent resources

commonapp.org/plan

Plan your future

Get connected with everything you need to apply to
college, research financial aid and scholarships, and get
advice from counselors, advisors and mentors.

WHY COLLEGE MATTERS

College is an investment in
yourself. It's worth it because
you're worth it.

Learn more >

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

You have more options than
you know. We can help you
find them.

Learn more >

)

YOUR COLLEGE ROADMAP

The path may seem unclear.
Luckily we know the way,
including all the shortcuts.

Learn more >

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.



http://commonapp.org/explore

Common App Ready

A toolkit of tips and best practices
to help you with each step of the
application process

o Getting started

« Preparing your application

« Telling your story

« Working with recommenders and advisors
« Paying for college

commonapp.org/ready

common app

&> READY

Resources & Downloa Application Dictionary

) Academic Recommendation

A recommendation submitted by a college academic advisor, professor, dean or instructor
who oversees your college academic progress.

WHAT IS COMMON APF

3 Admission plan
oY, Download PDF  Last revis Ao lan s th shodile and mothod by wich collegos and univeris acopt

and review applications, and notify applicants of their decisions. Examples of admissions
plans include Early Action, Early Decision, and Regular Decision,

» Adult Student
An adult learner (also known as a returning student, adut student, or returning adult)is
typically 25 years of age or older, and has delayed their post-secondary education for
family obligations, work and military service.

HOW THE FIRST YEAR

Advisor

A recommender role that lats you share your in-progress application with a trusted

, Download PDF  Last revis; idiidul, Achnors cankeep rack o your progres houch they o't subrmit ny forms on
your behal

Application Fee

The fee a college charges you to apply to their institution. The amount varies from one

college to the next. See Fee Waivers.

J CBO (Community Based Organization)

A not-for-profit coll ization that offe
APPLICATION DICTIO TG e oo ot | e
CEEB Code

First e spcific torm

o, Download PDF  Last revis
4] B verstorspocitictom

PY— —

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.

24/7 support

Help when you need it!

o Frequently Asked Questions

e Known issues

« Contact support

o Live member schools

« Writing requirements resource

appsupport.commonapp.org
recsupport.commonapp.org

common i
appg Student solutions center

How can we help?

Search Search

Welcome to the solution center! Search for answers to common questions or select from our list of trending help topics. If you cannot find
what you need, please message us. We're available 24/7 to help.

Account already exists message Accessing old account FERPA information

- Wi

Invite and assign recommenders

R —
T —

Transfer student help

Recommender help

© 2021 The Common Application, Inc.
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Reach Higher initiatives

Reach Higher seeks to empower underrepresented youth to
chart their own post-secondary pathways by equipping them
with information, inspiration, and guidance.

Common App and Reach Higher have united to help millions

@ BCPSCounseling/BRACE

more students live their college dreams. Q) ocurmsr s
o This @MiramarHigh2021 senior is doing BIG things
Oa0 She will be attending the prestigious Howard University
BETTER 'A in Washington D.C. where she plans to work towards
SCHOOL becoming a lawyer ﬁoff you go to change the world
MAKE R M COUNSELOR Lynn @ @HowardU @HBCUBuUzz @ReachHigher
- of the year @BetterMakeRoom #BrowardDecides
Supporting Gen Z Connecting Celebrating
via text counselors BCPSSIGNINGDAY
#browarddecides
4 COULEGE . o
IGNI AY
Honoring commitments Combating
to higher education summer melt =
Views

Learn more

1. Sign up for the monthly newsletter

2. Create a practice student account

3. Use Application Preview to support your students
4. Take advantage of our free resources

5.  Connect with us
@CommonApp, @ReachHigher, @BetterMakeRoom

00000

commonapp.org/advisors



https://www.bettermakeroom.org/
https://www.bettermakeroom.org/up-next/
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/celebrating-counselors-and-teachers-new-orleans
https://www.bettermakeroom.org/collegesigningday/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKcN4bgbaXv_hx5ksZ0P8WQ
http://commonapp.org/advisors
https://www.commonapp.org/events

Your questions

We're committed to continuous improvement:
Ideas.commonapp.org

Thank you

Meredith Lombardi
mlombardi@commonapp.org

Contact 24/7/365 support when you need it
appsupport@commonapp.net (application questions)
sfsupport@commonapp.net (recommender questions)



http://ideas.commonapp.org

